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Deck Construction Requirements 
 

Permits are required if any one of the following items applies:  
1. The deck area is covered (roof) in any way.  
2. The deck is attached to the house. 
3. The deck is 18” or higher. 

 
If the deck is 30” or higher, the following is required: 

1. A railing at least 36” high. 
2. Vertical balusters must be positioned to acquire a maximum of 4” open space.  

Railing may not form a ladder effect. 
3. Proper steps and handrail. 

 
Application drawing requirements as follows: 

1. Plot plan indicating setback and dimensions of deck. 
2. Signed and sealed survey required for verification. 
3. Footing / post-hole plan. 
4. Beam and joist layout with dimensions. 
5. Railing plan. 

 
Township Ordinance 
 
Section 4.04.  Porches/terraces, at-grade patios, step/stairs and decks. 
At-grade patios may be constructed within required side and rear yards, but not in a 
required yard facing upon a street. Unenclosed and uncovered access porches (i.e., one 
which is not roofed over) or paved terraces may project into a required front or rear yard for 
a distance not exceeding eight feet. Patio and porches covered or partially covered by 
permanent construction (awnings excepted) shall not project into any required yard space, 
but this shall not be interpreted to include or permit fixed canopies or awnings. 
Decks may be allowed to project into the required yard, opposite the street, provided that 
the following conditions are met: 

1. The deck does not encroach into any easement. 
2. The deck is not located facing any street. 
3. The deck conforms with applicable side yard setback requirements. 
4. The deck is located not less than ten feet from any detached accessory building. 

(This separation shall not apply to any attached accessory structure.) 
5. The deck elevation shall be no greater than eight inches above the first floor grade 

elevation of the main structure (except a deck around a pool may match the height of 
the pool). 

6. Any additional structures attached to the deck, such as a gazebo or pool, shall be 
located at least ten feet from any structure. 
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